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°'jff’ Jonah the Prophet and Service °'le°

During this month, the church celebrates the three-day fast of Jonah. For this reason, I wanted
to take it as an opportunity to discuss the aspect of service in the life of Jonah the Prophet.

1- The calling Jonah was called to serve by God.
It is important to recognize that service is a call-
ing and should not be forced. Whoever forces
himself to serve without a calling will struggle in
service and be a burden to those who serve with
him. So, he will not be able to bear the service
and its hardships. But whoever is called by God,
God will help him and support him.

2- Specified servicef/task God called Jonah by
name and asked him for a specific service to go to
the great city of Nineveh and cry out against it
due to their wickedness and ask people to repent
or they will be overthrown (Jonah 1:2). This was a
very specific mission that was asked of Jonah.
Thus, not having a goal or specific service to fo-
cus on may cause the service to fail.

3- Answering After Jonah was called by God for
a specific service, Jonah refused and did not want
to answer this calling. There are people who re-
fuse the calling like Jonah, either due to fear of
failure, fear of war from Satan, or due to their lim-
ited abilities.

4- The escape Jonah’s response to the calling was
unusual and shows the lack of knowledge about
God. Who can escape from God? Where can you
escape to? God is everywhere, and no place lacks
His presence. There are people who escape like
Jonah, for example, there are those who escape

from spiritual growth by either not reading, lis-
tening or researching... in other words, a person
who does not want to exert any effort towards
spiritual growth; there are those who escape
from confession and come up with many excus-
es of why they committed those sins instead of
confessing and repenting from their sins.

5- Evangelizing about Jesus The main work of a
servant is evangelizing about Jesus, first and
most importantly through behavior, second,
through words. Even though Jonah evangelized
through words rather than actions, his disobedi-
ence was used for evangelizing about Jesus. His
presence on the boat was the reason behind the
belief of the sailors as they saw the powerful
God, the Lord of the heavens, earth and water.
Not only did they believe but also made vows.
Jonah never taught the people how to repent or
what to do so that they may be saved because all
he did was cry out saying “yet forty days, and
Nineveh shall be overthrown”. The people of
Nineveh believed in God, fasted, proclaimed a
fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest to
the least of them (Jonah 3:4-5). The Lord still
credited Jonah for the repentance of Nineveh as
he said, “the men of Nineveh will rise up in the
judgment with this generation and condemn it,
because they repented at the preaching of Jo-
nah” (Matthew 12:41).

I hope that we may evangelize about our God most importantly through our behavior so that
others may see our good works and glorify Our Father who is in the heavens. Also, that we may
not be obstacles to others causing them to curse the name of God because of us instead of glori-

fying Him.

Weekly Divine Liturgies

Sunday: 6:00 — 8:30 AM

:8:30-11:30 AM
Wed. :8:45-11:15 AM
Friday : 7:30 - 10:00 AM
Sat. :7:30-10:00 AM

Weekly Meetings
Tuesday

7:30 - 8:30 PM Weekly
Prayer

Wednesday

7:00 - 8:30 PM Hymns
class

7:00 - 8:30 PM Wom-
en’s Meeting

Friday

6:30 - 8:00 PM children
Bible study

7:00 - 8:00 PM Bible
study (Arabic)

8:00 - 9:30 PM H.S.
Youth Meeting

8:30 -10:00 PM Young
adult fellowship meeting

8:00 - 9:30 PM Men’s
Meeting

Saturday

4:30 - 5:00 PM Vesper
Praises

5:00 - 5:30 PM Raising
of Incense

5:30 - 7:00 PM Sunday
school

5:30 - 7:00 PM Bible
study (Arabic)

7:00 -9:00 PM
Midnight Praises

Presentation of the Lord Christ
in the Temple
Friday, February 15th

Liturgy
7:30 AM to 10AM

The fast of Nineveh
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday
(February 18th, 19th and 20th)

1st Liturgy: 9AM to 12 PM
2nd Liturgy: 4:30 PM to 7 PM

Jonah’s Passover

Liturgy
Thursday, February 21st
from 7:30 AM to 10 AM

Fellowship of St. Joseph
the Elder Saturday, Feb.
2" after the Liturgy.

CONFESSIONS :

Friday & Saturday
Evening & after weekly
Liturgies.

Servants of the Lord ...
Fr. Abraam Georgy
Fr. Abraham Wassef

Cell No. : (732) 581 - 3638
Cell No. : (908) 601 - 4831

Church Tel :
Church Fax : (732) 332-1049

(732) 332-1052

You Can Obtain an Electronic Version of this Newsletter at www.stminas.com




